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Montessori School Almeria has a duty of care to all its pupils and members of staff. We
aims to set out procedures to be followed when children become unwell, to ensure that
they are well cared for and that, where the cause is of an infectious nature, others are
not exposed needlessly.

Responsibility of Parents/ Guardians

When children should be kept at home

Parents are asked not to send their child/ren to school if any of the following apply:

The child has symptoms of an infectious iliness (please see list of Common Ailments
requiring Children to Stay at Home or Visit GP, below)

The child does not feel well enough to participate in the normal programme of
curriculum activities.

The child requires more care than the classroom team is able to provide without
affecting the health, safety and schoolwork of the other pupils.

If antibiotics are prescribed for a contagious illness or infection, the child should not
attend school until 24 hours after treatment has begun and must be showing signs of
improvement.

If headlice or ringworm is noticed, the child may not come to school until treatment has
begun.

If a child has been sent to school and is clearly unwell, as described above, a parent
or guardian will be asked to collect him/ her from school as soon as possible.

Returning to school

A pupil who has an infectious ailment, e.g. diarrhoea, vomiting, heavy cold, should
remain at home until they are no longer infectious. The length of time before return will
depend on the ailment and on the treatment.
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Common Ailments requiring Children to Stay at Home or to Visit GP

CHICKEN POX: The child should not attend school until all scabs are dry and crusted.
This is usually 5-7 days after appearance of rash.

DIARRHOEA: When your child has had diarrhoea due to infection, he/ she should only
return to school once 48 hours have passed following the last loose bowel movement.
For example, if your child has his/her last loose bowel movement at 11 am on Sunday
morning, he/she cannot return to school until Wednesday morning.

VOMITING: As in the case of diarrhoea, the child should remain at home until 48 hours
have passed since last episode of vomiting due to infection.

FEVER: The normal body temperature is 36.5 to 37.2 C. If the child develops a
temperature, she/he should remain at home until 24 hours after the fever has passed.

HEAVY COLD SYMPTOMS OR FLU LIKE SYMPTOMS: e.g. large amount of yellow-
green nasal discharge, sleepiness, ear pain and/or fever. The child should be kept at
home until these have subsided and the he/ she is able to participate in the normal
school curriculum.

MILD COLD SYMPTOMS: If a child’s mild cold symptoms would prevent him/ her from
participating in normal school curriculum, e.g. significant weariness at onset, streaming
watery discharge from nose, persistent cough, he/ she should be kept at home.

CONJUNCTIVITIS: inflammation of the lining of the eye and eyelid, causing sore or
red eyes; can be highly contagious if bacterial or viral. Children with red eye/s and a
watery or sticky discharge are required to remain at home until evaluated by a doctor
and treatment commenced. The GP will advise when the pupil can return to school.

IMPETIGO: The fluid inside the blisters is very infectious. The child should be taken to
the doctor who will advise about return to school, usually when blisters have dried and
healed or a minimum of 24 hrs after commencing antibiotics,
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Common Conditions requiring Immediate Treatment

HEAD LICE: It is important to avoid contact between an affected child and others. If
parents/guardians notice head lice, or are advised that they have been noticed in the
child’s hair at school, treatment must begin before the child returns to school. So long
as the treatment begins before bed-time, the child may attend school the next day.

RINGWORM: A child with suspected ringworm should be taken to their GP and, if
ringworm is confirmed, treatment should begin as soon as possible. Once parents/
guardians attend to this, the child may return to school.
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